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Cross Party Group on Haemophilia and Contaminated Blood  
 

Wednesday 18 July 2018 
12.30-1.30pm 

Conference Rooms C&D, Ty Hywel 
 
 

AGM and Full Meeting 
 

Attendees 
Ada Clatworthy 
Kirk Ellis 
Christine Fox 
Martin Fox 
Jan Goldsworthy 
Phillip Goldsworthy 
Carol Hacker 
Chris Hacker 
Lynda Hackman 
Russell Harris 
Trudy Harris 
Rosemarie Howell 
Christian Howells 
Jennifer Hutchinson 
Norman Hutchinson 
Michael Imperato  
Lynne Kelly 
Tony Lane 
Gaynor Lewis 
Brian Longfield 
Nigel Miller 
Janet Morgan 
Suzanne Morgan  
Michael O’Connell 
Joyce Olszweski 
Toni Olsweski 
Anna Preston 
Brandon Preston   
Margaret Sharpe 
Glesni Sibley 
Alison Smith 
Sue Sparkes 
Bev Tumelty 
Barbara Sugar 
Gerald Stone 

Craig Sugar 
Jodie Sugar 
Tony Summers 
Pat Summers 
David Thomas 
Jean Thomas 
Ian Wallace 
Jan Wallace 
Christine Williams 
Jason Williams 
Lloyd Williams 
Brian Williamson 
Helen Cook   
Diana Edwards 
 
AMs  
Julie Morgan 
Dai Lloyd 
Rhun ap Iowerth 
Caroline Jones                                                     
Jane Hutt 
Angela Burns 
Michael Bryan – Angela Burns’s Office 
Jillian Purvis – Huw Irranca-Davies’s 
office 
 
Apologies 
Hefin David AM  
Mark Isherwood AM 
Llyr Gryfydd AM 
Simon Thomas AM 
David Farrugia 
Evelyn James 
Tom Jones 
Ann Jones 
Chris Major 
Ruth Major 
Mike O’Driscoll 
Martin Price 
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AGM – Julie re-elected as Chair of the CPG.  Dai Lloyd elected as Vice Chair.  Lynne Kelly re-
elected as Secretariat.  
 
Lynne Kelly opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the Assembly and said how great 
it was to see so many people attending.  She then gave a brief history of the campaign to get 
the public inquiry.  Lynne then explained Julie’s involvement in the campaign, which has 
gone on for over 20 years. 
 
Lynne then went on to explain that since and even before the inquiry was announced last 
year the people affected in Wales have worked as one representing everyone who has been 
infected and affected by contaminated blood. In England it seems more disconnected.  The 
CPG in Wales has always been united in their aims for a judge led inquiry but the APPG in 
Westminster was campaigning for an inquiry led by the Bishop of Liverpool and a panel.  
There was the fear that if the inquiry wasn’t headed by a Judge and wasn’t a full statutory 
inquiry then it would be a repeat of the Archer Inquiry which was a very good Inquiry but 
didn’t have the powers to compel witnesses or ensure full disclosure.  The government 
subsequently ignored all of its recommendations. 
 
The Terms of Reference were agreed two weeks ago and Haemophilia Wales and the CPG are 
very happy with them.  The terms include everything that we’d hoped. 
 
The inquiry team came to Cardiff last week to meet with about 60 affected people.  The 
inquiry team remarked on how well attended it was, and indeed how informed everyone was 
about the process. Attendees felt encourage by what they heard from the Inquiry team who 
gave a thorough overview of the Terms of Reference of the Inquiry. 
 
Mike Imperato then went on to talk more about the chair of the Inquiry – Sir Brian Langstaff.  
He said that he would be a very good chair and we couldn’t have hoped for better.   Justice 
Langstaff wants to hear from the ‘Affected and the Infected’ by contaminated blood.  He wants 
the inquiry to be wide ranging. 
 
There is a ‘soft’ deadline of 20 July 2018 to submit expressions of interest of whether you want 
to be a ‘core participant’ or a ‘witness’.  Mike then went on to explain the differences.  A 
witness will give evidence to the inquiry and their story will be heard.  A core participant will 
give evidence but they will also have access to key paperwork and will be able to challenge 
decisions and have more input.  Mike recommended that expressions of interest be made 
through one of the four recognised lawyers to the inquiry – which Watkins and Gunn is one of. 
 
Once the expressions of interest are validated it will be then that the real work starts and 
Mike will need to meet with each person that Watkins and Gunn is representing. 
 
Julie then welcomed Dai Lloyd AM and Caroline Jones AM to the meeting.   
 
Julie also confirmed that the CPG has applied for core participant status. 
 
Lynne then went on to say that we are lucky here in Wales that we have so much support 
politically as well as legally.  There is a group in England that has posted on Facebook that 
Watkins and Gunn are ‘jumping on the band-wagon’ whereas in fact they have been involved 
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for over 3 years.  There is, and will be, a lot of misrepresentation on social media that could be 
very damaging for us here in Wales.  Lynne reiterated to everyone that anyone can ask 
questions if they’re not sure about anything, and they can go to either her, Julie or Mike.  An 
honest answer will always be given.  It is so important that everyone in Wales sticks together.  
The inquiry team at their meeting last week confirmed that they want this inquiry to be very 
open and they want to listen.  Some of the English groups are telling people to not engage 
with the inquiry team – this could be very damaging. 
 
Mike confirmed that there are no geographical boundaries in terms of who they will 
represent. 
 
Lynne then explained about how much support Haemophilia Wales and those affected have 
from Assembly Members. Julie has been involved for over 20 years.  Dai Lloyd and Jane Hutt 
have been involved since the 1990s, Rhun ap Iorwerth is very supportive of those affected in 
North Wales, Mick Antoniw and Caroline Jones have always been very supportive.  AMs 
listen to their constituents and they take things forward. 
 
Lynne went on to explain more about Watkins and Gunn’s involvement.  The group of 
trustees had to seek legal advice regarding the payments system so went to 30 Park Place.  It 
was here that Mike was recommended and he has been involved ever since.  He agreed to 
listen to their story and did everything he could to help. 
 
Several people then raised the concerns they had about the number of forms they were 
receiving through the post.  Mike clarified that the inquiry have sent out forms to gather 
information about whether people are ‘affected’ or ‘infected’ and to prove who each person is.  
There are also forms for people to state whether they want to be witnesses or core 
participants.  Mike reassured those in the room that there is nothing to worry about with the 
forms.  
 
Christian Howells (Barrister) then mentioned that the forms can be returned to the inquiry 
by your lawyer (Mike) but you can also do it on your own.  There is no charge for using your 
lawyer.  
 
Julie then went on to welcome Angela Burns AM and Rhun ap Iorwerth AM to the meeting 
and asked them to say a few words. 
 
Rhun expressed his gratitude to the amount of people that turn up at each of the CPG 
meetings – the most that any CPG has.  He also urged everyone to keep going and to get in 
touch with Lynne or Julie to make sure they get their voice heard.  Rhun also reiterated that 
he will do all he can, especially for those affected in North Wales. 
 
Angela Burns went on to say that she and all AMs will keep fighting for their constituents 
until the truth comes out.  She also expressed her thanks to Julie and Lynne for keeping 
going and fighting for so many years. 
Jane Hutt AM then added her thanks to Julie who has seen this process through from her 
time as an MP and now as an AM.   
 
Caroline Jones AM went on to say that it is good to be there every step of the way.  She also 
said that she has a friend who has been affected and she will continue to support her. 
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Lynne then stated that everyone mustn’t underestimate the impact of the work that AMs 
have done.  This inquiry is what everyone hoped to get 18 years ago.  There is not this close 
connection between politicians and constituents in England.  Lynne explained that at the last 
APPG on Haemophilia and Contaminated Blood in Westminster there was a representative 
from Factor 8, Positive Women, The Haemophilia Society, Haemophilia Wales and only a 
small handful of victims.  At the CPG here at the Assembly we encourage as many people as 
possible to attend – everyone is welcome.  Lynne said that Julie’s team will always do 
everything they can to get a big enough room to accommodate everyone. 
 
Tony then went on to thank Lynne for all that she has done.  He also asked if it would be 
possible for Lynne to send out a letter/email/phone call to everyone on her list to confirm if 
they are signed up to participate in the inquiry.  Lynne agreed that she would do this. 
 
Margaret then went on to tell the group about her personal story.  She lives in Cornwall and 
since she was diagnosed she has felt isolated and like she was the only person in the world 
going through this.  She received no information from anyone about the inquiry – she is not 
computer literate so could not find out anything online.  Margaret felt totally alone until she 
met Lynne and she found out about all the other people who were going through the same 
things as her.  Margaret fears that she can’t be the only person to have no contact about the 
inquiry.  She is worried about those who might get left behind. 
 
Lynne explained that Wales are miles ahead than England, in terms of information sharing 
and also Hepatitis drugs.  £13 million was set aside for Interferon free Hepatitis C drugs 
thanks to Jane Hutt AM.  This means that Hepatitis is almost completely eradicated in 
Wales.  This is, in part, due to AMs speaking and listening to their constituents and referring 
them on for the best help. 
 
It was then brought up that when people are diagnosed they instantly feel ashamed and it is 
something to hide.  It is not their fault that they were infected so why should they hide it.  
The work of Haemophilia Wales has changed some of the stigma in hospitals.  There should 
be an awareness campaign about contaminated blood for new medics so they can understand 
the complexity of it. 
 
Lynne said that the way people have suffered with the stigma will be included as part of the 
inquiry. 
 
Janet then asked whether there is a minimum age for people contributing to the inquiry.  She 
brought up her granddaughter and she has been affected from an early age.  She is 16 now. 
 
Mike said how important this question was.  He has raised the issue with the Inquiry solicitor 
and they have agreed to look at the ages of people on a case by case basis.  When we gather 
more information Janet (and others) will need to flag the younger age with him and they will 
make enquiries. 
 
Gerald asked if he could confirm if using a solicitor will cost money.  Mike confirmed that if 
they use any of the 4 recognised law firms (of which Watkins and Gunn is one) then it will not 
cost you a penny. People can change from one law firm to another at no cost to themselves.  
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Lynne went on to thank everyone for coming along to the meeting and it was brought to a 
close. 

 


